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I’m Scott Shepard with the National Center for Public Policy Research. 
 
As Johnson & Johnson revealed in December, FDA testing errors resulted in the company 
fearing that its baby powder had been contaminated with asbestos – an extremely serious charge, 
and error.1  More recently, the FDA’s long and cumbersome regulatory process has proven a 
hindrance to speedy production of protective and medical equipment, and to the development of 
tests, treatments and cures for COVID-19, which has resulted in some waivers and exceptions to 
normal processes.2 Given these experiences, will Johnson & Johnson call for review and 
streamlining of the FDA approval and regulatory processes, and for a halt to deeper intrusions of 
government bureaucracy into the U.S. healthcare system? 
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