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By Betsy McCaughey

As the Supreme Court 
opened a new term last 
week, The New York 
Times, The Washington 
Post, CNN and other left-
leaning media blasted it 
in unison, repeating the 
same big lie: The highest 
court is “in crisis” and 
rapidly losing the public’s 
confidence. The cause is 
“no secret,” claims the 
Times. The Court has 
turned into “a judicial 
arm of the Republican 
Party.” That’s blatantly 
false.

In July 2020, all nine 
justices rejected Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ar-

gument that as a sit-
ting president, he was 
shielded from Manhattan 
District Attorney Cyrus 
Vance’s investigation. Af-
ter the 2020 election, the 
justices declined unani-
mously all three petitions 
from Team Trump to re-
examine vote counts in 
Wisconsin and Pennsyl-
vania. This summer, the 
justices nixed Trump’s 
request to block the Jan. 
6 House select committee 
from examining White 
House records.

This Court isn’t taking 
orders from the Republi-
can Party.

In hysterical tones, the 
Times also warns that 
the Court is straying too 

far from “the views of the 
average American voter.”

Don’t buy that argu-
ment either. The Court’s 
role has never been to 
represent popular opin-
ion. James Madison and 
Alexander Hamilton, two 
authors of the Consti-
tution, explained in the 
Federalist Papers that 
the Court’s role would 
be to check majority rule 
and, if necessary strike 
down popularly enacted 
laws, in order to safe-
guard the rights of the 
individual and protect 
the Constitution.

The irony is that for 60 
years, the left has had a 
love affair with the War-
ren court, which defied 

popular opinion at every 
turn.

Earl Warren became 
chief justice in 1953 and 
presided until 1969. Dur-
ing that period, the 
Court remade Ameri-
can constitutional law 
and reshaped American 
society, striking down 
school segregation, im-
posing the one-man, one-
vote rule to draw vot-
ing districts, demanding 
that criminal suspects 
be read their “Miranda 
rights” and applying Bill 
of Rights guarantees to 
limit what state and lo-
cal governments, not just 
the federal government, 
can do.

The left was OK with 

the Warren Court’s bold-
ness because they liked 
the outcomes.

Now the left is warn-
ing the Roberts Court 
not to veer far from pub-
lic opinion. The Warren 
Court was so far ahead of 
public opinion that “im-
peach Earl Warren” bum-
per stickers and cartoons 
started appearing, and 
people asked, “Has the 
Court gone too far?”

In 1963, when the War-
ren Court struck down 
voluntary prayer and Bi-
ble readings in public 
schools, 70% of Ameri-
cans said the Court was 
wrong.

That fall, as the Warren 
Court began a new term, 

a Times headline approv-
ingly announced “‘War-
ren Court’ Stands Its 
Ground” against “a bar-
rage of criticism and dis-
quiet.” The Times advised 
the justices to disregard 
warnings about jeopar-
dizing the Court’s legiti-
macy.

That advice is still 
good today, as the Rob-
erts Court begins its 
term. Do your job — up-
hold the Constitution and 
the rights it guarantees.

Betsy McCaughey is 
a former lieutenant 
governor of New York 
and chairman of the 
Committee to Reduce 
Infection Deaths.
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For many Amer-
icans, the cultural 
contributions of 
Italians consist of 
great food, mu-
sic and an end-
less supply of Ma-
fia movies. But 
Italians and Ital-
ian Americans are 
much more than 
that.

As a Black man, I have 
great affection and re-
spect for the Italian peo-
ple. Blacks share genetic 
ancestry with southern 
Italians. In 711 A.D., the 
Moors from northern Af-
rica conquered south-
ern Italy and Sicily, alter-
ing the region’s cultural 
landscape and racial 
makeup forever. Blacks 
and Italians are virtually 
distant cousins.

My feelings of kinship 
with Italians goes beyond 
our common ancestors. 
It’s because of the strug-
gles Italians faced in 
America, and the lengths 
they went to in order to 
succeed and realize their 
own version of the Amer-
ican dream. Many Ital-
ians fled feudal systems 
and fascism in the early 
and mid 20th century 
in search of a better life 

for their families. 
The wave of Ital-
ian immigrants to 
the United States 
peaked in the 
early 20th century. 
In America, they 
were met with 
lynchings, preju-
dice and segrega-
tion, the confine-
ment to ghettos in 

cities like New York and 
Boston and the realiza-
tion that they were not 
considered white.

During World War 
II, many Italian Ameri-
cans were sent to intern-
ment camps, along with 
Japanese citizens, and 
many more were consid-
ered “enemy aliens” and 
subject to curfews, FBI 
surveillance and prop-
erty confiscation. Ital-
ian Americans faced se-
vere discrimination, mak-
ing it impossible for them 
to mix with Irish or other 
white Americans. The 
Italians, rather than try 
to integrate with a so-
ciety that openly hated 
them, set about creating 
their own institutions, 
from churches like St. 
Leonard’s to shops, res-
taurants, grocery stores, 
apparel manufacturers 

and construction compa-
nies. In addition, they po-
liced their own neighbor-
hoods and made family 
the foundation of society.

Later, they entered pol-
itics and elected Italians 
like Alfred E. Vellucci as 
mayor of Cambridge and 
Tom Menino as mayor of 

Boston. The Italians lib-
erated themselves from 
the control of those who 
wanted to oppress them 
by becoming self-suffi-
cient. Those courageous 
immigrants sacrificed so 
much so that future gen-
erations could enjoy life 
without restriction in the 

land of unlimited poten-
tial.

Throughout their 
hardships, Italians drew 
strength from their Cath-
olic beliefs and family. 
However, they were also 
inspired by the famous 
Italian explorer Christo-
pher Columbus. To the 
point that they success-
fully lobbied to get Co-
lumbus Day recognized 
as a national holiday in 
1937. Italians in Boston’s 
North End pooled their 
resources to build a Co-
lumbus statue with their 
ancestors’ names etched 
on the pedestal on which 
the statue stood to honor 
them.

Sadly, cancel culture 
has made Columbus Day 
one of its main targets. 
In 2021, the non-elected 
acting Mayor of Boston, 
Kim Janey, altered Co-
lumbus Day to Indige-
nous Peoples Day in or-
der to curry favor among 
the woke mob for a may-
oral election she lost. 
Even though November 
is Native American Her-
itage Month and Nov. 25 
is Native American Her-
itage Day, African Amer-
icans celebrate Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day and 

Juneteenth, the Irish cel-
ebrate St. Patrick’s Day, 
and Americans of all 
stripes celebrate July 4th.

Boston’s Italians got 
one day — now taken 
away — and their Co-
lumbus statue was van-
dalized and decapitated. 
How is that equity and 
diversity? Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu should reverse 
course on Janey’s move, 
which would help restore 
her connection with the 
North End. However, that 
seems unlikely.

Howard Zinn’s hyper-
bolic historical narra-
tives are a major source 
of the recent uptick in 
hostility toward Christo-
pher Columbus. Painting 
an impoverished explorer 
as a harbinger of disease, 
genocide and slavery in 
the New World is selec-
tive nonsense.

Italian Americans have 
a right to celebrate Co-
lumbus Day.

Rasheed Walters is 
an entrepreneur, 
political commentator 
and historian. He is a 
member of Project 21, 
and resides in Boston. 
Follow him on Twitter @
rasheednwalters.
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SYMBOL OF PRIDE: The statue of Christopher Columbus 
at Christopher Columbus Park, seen here in 2015, was 
decapitated and vandalized.
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