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There’s something 
about Donald Trump 
that drives Democrats 
crazy.

Since 2016, the main-
stream media, Demo-
crats, and rivals within 
his own party have por-
trayed the former pres-
ident as the most despi-
cable person in America. 
Why? Some believe this vitriol 
stems from his “mean tweets” 
and politically incorrect blunt-
ness.

In a world in which tyrants 
reign and a populace is tired 
of slick-talking politicians, I 
couldn’t agree more that we 
need that plain-speaking deliv-
ery. However, detractors hate 
Trump because he has done 
something unprecedented in 
our nation’s history: he wrested 
control of the Republican Party 
away from the wealthy elite, 
and he rescued America from 
the clutches of the Democrat 
and Republican party establish-
ment.

These denizens of the polit-
ical and cultural top tier are 
essentially on the same side, 
though adept at convincing the 
public that they’re at odds. But 

their unifying goal is self-
enrichment, and that in-
forms their choice and el-
evation of leaders in the 
party. In doing so, they’ve 
transformed our gov-
ernment into a corrupt 
swamp.

Most candidates for 
higher office raise money 
for their expensive cam-

paigns through either the Dem-
ocratic or Republican party ma-
chine. While in office, they’re 
beholden to their financiers, not 
the voters who put them there.

In 2016, a tough-talking bil-
lionaire descended a golden es-
calator and funded his own 
presidential campaign. Don-
ald Trump did not need or seek 
the establishment’s cash. He’d 
rather be elected than selected, 
which sent shock waves through 
the GOP. He became public en-
emy number one in both par-
ties due to his straightforward 
speech and lack of funding from 
special interests, but he became 
beloved and a hero to ordinary 
Americans.

During the 2016 Repub-
lican primaries, Trump re-
ceived more votes than Ronald 
Reagan, the party’s previous 

leader and unofficial patriarch. 
Trump’s message of “Amer-
ica First” was the remedy for a 
country sickened by globalism, 
and it was the knockout punch 
he delivered to both parties. 
The globalist meddling in the 
affairs of other countries is to 
the benefit of both parties’ es-
tablishment, but not our coun-
try.

The United States-China Re-
lations Act, which awarded 
China a preferential trade ar-
rangement and membership 
in the World Trade Organiza-
tion, exemplifies how President 
Bill Clinton and the Republican-
controlled Congress sold out the 
United States in 2000. This en-
sured the demise of American 
manufacturing and made the 
U.S. reliant on China, all while 
elites counted their money.

Trump’s “America First” 
policy defied all that. During 
Trump’s tenure, the U.S. be-
came independent from for-
eign nations for fuel, fought 
no new wars with American 
lives and tax dollars to resolve 
other countries’ problems, and 
squeezed China like a lemon 
with new tariffs to begin bal-
ancing our trade deficit. De-

spite the many positive out-
comes of the Trump presidency, 
the administration was plagued 
by incompetent and untrust-
worthy staff who did everything 
they could to sabotage Trump’s 
America First strategy.

In 2020, 74 million Ameri-
cans voted for Trump, the high-
est turnout ever for an incum-
bent president. President Joe 
Biden has now characterized 

those 74 million Americans as a 
threat to democracy. I am confi-
dent that President Trump will 
run again in 2024 because there 
is still unfinished business.

Rasheed Walters is an 
entrepreneur, political 
commentator and historian. He 
is a member of Project 21, and 
resides in Boston. Follow him on 
Twitter @rasheednwalters
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It was about eight to 10 years 
ago that the left made a unilat-
eral decision to shut down all 
opposition and any skepticism 
about climate change by pro-
nouncing that the debate was 
over.

The “scientific consensus” had 
been reached, as if sent down on 
tablets from God, that mankind 
was causing the rapid warming 
of the planet. Period. End of ar-
gument. Doubters will be de-
nounced as science deniers and 
stripped of their science creden-
tials and muzzled by the speech 
police.

This idea of a scientific con-
sensus is, of course, the diamet-
ric opposite of what scientific in-
quiry is all about. History’s great-
est minds and inventors were 
people who challenged the con-

ventional wisdom of the day.
The irony of the modern-day 

inquisitionists is that they are the 
very people who were the doom-
sayers of the 1970s who have 
been so consistently wrong about 
the future. These were the peo-
ple who peddled the “population 
bomb,” which fizzled. They were 
the ones who said the Earth was 
cooling and that we were headed 
into another Ice Age. They were 
the ones who said we were run-
ning out of energy, food and 
farmland, and we were headed to 
a Malthusian nightmarish future. 
Wrong. Wrong. Wrong.

You’d think they would be 
humbled. But they are reiterat-
ing their certainty that they are 
the fountains of wisdom. And 
now they are getting dangerous 
with their heavy-handed tactics 
to squash dissent.

Consider what has happened 
in California — and soon com-

ing to blue states near you. Dem-
ocratic Gov. Gavin Newsom just 
signed a law that will revoke a 
physician’s medical license for 
conveying “misinformation” (de-
fined as deviation from expert 
“consensus”) about COVID-19 
and its treatments. Remember, 
by the way, this comes from the 
same people who said that the 
scientific consensus was to shut 
down schools and businesses 
to stop the spread of COVID-19 
and that children as young as 5 
had to be vaccinated — yet an-
other set of the catastrophic and 
wrongheaded decision by “the ex-
perts.”

Since when does the govern-
ment have the right to censor 
doctors? Whatever happened to 
doctor-patient confidentiality? 
Whatever happened to “my body, 
my choice”? Even Leana Wen, a 
former leader of Planned Parent-
hood and Baltimore’s health czar, 

warns this law “will have a chill-
ing effect on medical practice.”

She worries that physicians 
could be suspended or have their 
licenses revoked “for offering nu-
anced guidance on a complex is-
sue that is hardly settled by ex-
isting science.” Those accused of 
“misinformation” would be sub-
ject to discipline from the Med-
ical Board of California, 13 of 
whose 15 members are appointed 
by none other than Newsom.

These are the political hacks 
who will decide what trans-
gresses scientific consensus.

During COVID-19, both the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and Anthony Fauci, 
the director of the National In-
stitute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, resembled weather 
vanes as the “scientific consen-
sus” seemed to shift on the pan-
demic from day to day.

We also now have major so-

cial media platforms censoring 
any skepticism about the effec-
tiveness of the latest vaccines — 
even the opinions of major med-
ical experts. Even when skeptics 
are wrong, they should be able to 
have their voices heard in a free 
society. Shouldn’t we all be able 
to agree on that basic truism?

If, God forbid, the COVID-19 
speech restrictions are upheld by 
the courts, the next step will be 
to muzzle “climate misinforma-
tion.” Bans on free speech aren’t 
far behind in this new age of “sci-
entific consensus,” which is ap-
parently defined as whatever 
The New York Times and Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administration 
decree the consensus to be. At 
that point, we can toss the First 
Amendment into the dustbin of 
history.

Stephen Moore is a senior fellow 
at the Heritage Foundation.
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Former President Donald Trump speaks at a rally, Sunday, Oct. 9, 2022, 
in Mesa, Ariz. In 2020, 74 million voters cast their ballot for Trump. 
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