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President Biden 
declared the “pan-
demic is over” dur-
ing a softball inter-
view Sunday on “60 
Minutes.” While that 
news was report-
edly a surprise to 
his health officials, 
we have ridden out 
an unprecedented 
storm.

Over the course of the 
pandemic, over 95.6 million 
cases were reported, with 
1.05 million deaths amid 
lockdowns, masking and 
social isolation affecting the 
length and breadth of the 
country.

Throughout, we saw 
countless gestures of kind-
ness. As Americans banded 
together in solidarity, our 
nation’s first responders 
and health care provid-
ers were no longer taken 
for granted but rather cele-
brated. It looked like Amer-

icans would unite in 
the face of a shared 
enemy.

It took our gov-
ernment to make a 
dire situation unten-
able.

Freedom of re-
ligion is a corner-
stone of America. 
The Pilgrims landed 
in Massachusetts in 

search of a place where they 
might freely profess their 
religion without fear of re-
prisal. It’s a freedom so fun-
damental that our Found-
ing Fathers made it the 
very first clause of the First 
Amendment to the Consti-
tution. Never in our 246-
year history had such a ba-
sic human right been so fla-
grantly disregarded as it 
was during the COVID pan-
demic.

President Biden, as well 
as political leaders on local 
and national levels, enacted 

vaccination mandates fol-
lowing the successful roll-
out of the COVID-19 vac-
cine. These measures make 
vaccination compulsory for 
many jobs in the public and 
private sector.

There’s no problem 
with getting a shot if one 
chooses. The problem is 
when individuals are forced 
to vaccinate because the 
government says so.

Many private sector 
workers were laid off be-
cause they refused to com-
ply with the order from 
their employers. The Su-
preme Court’s decision to 
suspend the enforcement of 
the Biden administration’s 
sweeping vaccine-or-test 
mandates for major private 
firms provided some sol-
ace. Those working in the 
public sector, unfortunately, 
did not enjoy the same re-
prieve. First responders, 
who were previously hailed 

as heroes, were now zeros 
who lost their jobs. In Mas-
sachusetts, Gov. Charlie 
Baker fired 300 state troop-
ers, while Boston Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu sought to fire po-
lice and firefighters, only to 
be stopped by an appeals 
court ruling against Wu’s 
ruling. Many of those who 
rejected vaccination cited 
genuine religious exemp-
tions, which were quickly 
dismissed.

Religious exemptions 
have become the enemy No. 
1, particularly among cer-
tain Massachusetts legisla-
tors. State Rep. Andres X. 
Vargas, D-Haverhill, intro-
duced H2411, which would 
have eliminated the reli-
gious exemption for vacci-
nation for school-aged chil-
dren, even though only 
around 1% of Massachu-
setts families now utilize 
it. Attempts to pass S1517 
and H2271, An Act Pro-

moting Community Immu-
nity, were also made by Var-
gas and State Sen. Rebecca 
Rausch, D-Norfolk, Bristol 
and Middlesex. This mea-
sure would make it possi-
ble for any doctor to vacci-
nate a minor without the 
knowledge or approval of 
the parents; would allow 
any private day care, pre-
school, school or school-af-
filiated extra-curricular ac-
tivity (“covered program”) 
to require additional vacci-
nations outside of those ap-
proved by the Massachu-
setts Department of Pub-
lic Health; would allow any 
covered program to refuse 
the religious exemption for 
vaccination; and would re-
quire that DPH accept all 
medical exemptions.

These proposed pieces 
of legislation never saw the 
light of day due to the pro-
test, advocacy and lobbying 
of Health Choice 4 Action 

MA, a group of parents that 
pushed for parental health 
choice for children. Vacci-
nated and unvaccinated 
Americans campaigned in 
Massachusetts and across 
the country against vacci-
nation mandates that vio-
lated religious freedom. The 
battle was won in many in-
stances, but in others it still 
rages on. Without a vigor-
ous defense, we risk see-
ing our most basic liberties 
erode.

Long after the pandemic 
is over and COVID recedes, 
we will not forget the griev-
ous assaults on Americans’ 
rights.

Rasheed Walters is 
an entrepreneur, 
political commentator 
and historian. He is a 
member of Project 21, 
and resides in Boston. 
Follow him on Twitter @
rasheednwalters.
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Pandemic a lesson in need to protect personal freedom

By Gary Franks

Threat to our Democ-
racy? The major problem 
for Democrats is that they 
have not won the white 
vote in presidential elec-
tions since 1964. Today, 
most Americans were not 
alive to see it.

I wonder what Demo-
crats would do to win elec-
tions. After all their will-
ingness to give over $53 
million to extreme Republi-
can candidates during Re-
publican primaries to boost 
their chances of winning 
in the general election is a 
new low in politics.

Now, their use of the bor-
der crisis?

Every year America al-
lows around 1 million legal 
immigrants to enter Amer-
ica. The crisis at our porous 
border is forecast to reach a 
record 2 million encounters 
with illegal migrants. There 
is an unknown number of 
them who successfully en-
tered the U.S. under Presi-
dent Biden.

It is sad, cynical and re-
grettable that it took the 

acts of GOP governors in 
border states and Florida 
to actually get the attention 
of the liberal media and the 
White House.

The classic limousine 
liberals were exposed. It 
is okay for illegal immi-
grants to come to the U.S. 
but not “here” (in my back-
yard). The transporting of 
illegal immigrants to Chi-
cago, New York City and 
Washington, D.C., has been 
a constructive approach to 
drawing attention to the 
matter. However, transport-
ing illegal immigrants to 
Martha’s Vineyard was spe-
cial indeed and got every-
one’s attention.

While in control of Con-
gress, the Democrats have 
never introduced a bill to 
address the surge of illegal 
immigrants at the Mexican 
border.

The president and his ap-
pointed border czar — Vice 
President Kamala Harris — 
have done little to solve the 
problem. In fact, Harris has 
stated the border is secure.

Numerous elected Demo-
crats contradict Harris.

As generous of a nation 

as we are, there is a process 
for entry. An economic rea-
son is not enough to skip 
the line set forth for legal 
entry. Our border towns are 
overwhelmed. Question: 
When will it stop?

I applaud the efforts of 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis and Texas Gov. Greg Ab-
bott. Folks are playing the 
U.S. as suckers! Or Dem-

ocrats see them as future 
Democrat voters as they 
continue to lose the white 
vote, election after election.

Then when you consider 
the states most affected 
by the illegal immigrant 
surges — Arizona, Texas 
and Florida — look at what 
they have in common. They 
are all pivotal to a Repub-
lican victory in a presiden-

tial race. It is hard to im-
possible to see a path that 
a Republican presidential 
candidate can take without 
winning these states.

In presidential elections 
Black Americans have been 
the difference by giving 
a customary 90+% of the 
Black vote to the Democrat 
candidate for president. 
Thus, with an exceedingly 
high Black voter turnout, 
and despite their loss of the 
white vote in every single 
presidential election, the 
Democrats gain a victory.

Perhaps the Democrats 
feel that if they can ingrati-
ate themselves with illegal 
immigrants coming from 
Latin America — by giving 
them access to the fruits, 
benefits, freedoms and op-
portunities that all Amer-
icans enjoy — the Demo-
crats can develop gratitude 
among Latino voters that 
could be just enough to flip 
Arizona, Texas and Florida 
in their favor for decades to 
come.

Let’s look at the num-
bers from the Roper Cen-
ter for Public Opinion. Here 
are the white vote per-

centages when the Demo-
crats have won presiden-
tial races: 1976 — Carter 
48% vs. Ford 52%; 1992 — 
B. Clinton 39% vs. G.H.W. 
Bush 41; 1996 — B. Clin-
ton 44% vs. Dole 46%; 2008 
— Obama 43% vs. McCain 
55%; 2012 — Obama 39% 
vs. Romney 59%; 2016 — 
H. Clinton 37% vs. Trump 
57%; 2020 — Biden 41% vs. 
Trump 58%.

In Democratic wins in 
the 21st century nearly 60% 
of white people supported 
the Republican candidate. 
Is this healthy for a true de-
mocracy to have the ma-
jority population’s wishes 
thwarted every single elec-
tion cycle?

Gary Franks served 
three terms as U.S. 
representative for 
Connecticut’s 5th District. 
He was the first Black 
Republican elected to 
the House in nearly 60 
years and New England’s 
first Black member of the 
House. He is the host of 
the podcast “We Speak 
Frankly.” Follow him on 
Twitter @GaryFranks.
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Does border crisis help Democrats win elections?
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LONG JOURNEY: A group of migrants walk near the 
Migrant Resource Center in San Antonio, Texas. The center 
is where the two planeloads of mostly Venezuelan migrants 
who were sent to Martha’s Vineyard by Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis were recruited. 
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