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By Jonah Goldberg

Tribune News Service

The wall-to-wall cover-
age of progressive carping 
about Joe Biden has been 
interrupted by reruns of 
progressive carping about 
West Virginia Sen. Joe 
Manchin.

Last week, in the wake 
of horrible inflation num-
bers, Manchin said, in ef-
fect, “I’m out” on President 
Biden’s climate, energy 
and tax package. Because 
the Senate is split 50-50, 
that means it’s effectively 
dead for the foreseeable fu-
ture since no Republican 
is likely to go along with 
it. Manchin didn’t say he’d 
never vote for it, but he 
wants to pass a prescrip-
tion drug bill first. Since 
there’s no room on the leg-
islative calendar before the 
midterms — which will 

scramble everything any-
way — the package is at 
best on indefinite hold.

Democrats, especially 
the progressives, are vexed. 
The founder of the Cen-
ter for American Prog-
ress, John Podesta, a for-
mer top aide to President 
Obama, declared that Man-
chin chose “as his legacy to 
be the one man who single-
handedly doomed human-
ity.” On Sunday, Sen. Bernie 
Sanders told ABC’s Martha 
Raddatz that his Senate 
colleague “has sabotaged 
the president’s agenda.” 
Sanders pointedly added 
that he’s been warning 
people that the sabotage 
was intentional in part be-
cause Manchin’s been in 
the pocket of the fossil fuel 
industry all along.

Whatever the merits of 
this familiar criticism of 
Manchin may be, one thing 

is fairly obvious: The crit-
ics have his motivations 
wrong. I’m no mind-reader, 
but I’m fairly confident 
that the West Virginia sen-
ator doesn’t want to be re-
membered as the man who 
doomed humanity. As for 
wanting to sabotage the 
president’s agenda, that’s 
certainly more debatable. 
But Sanders’ framing ob-
scures the fact that what 
he really means to say is 
Manchin is undermining 
Sanders’ agenda.

Of course, it’s not just 
Sanders’ agenda. But Sand-
ers speaks for the pro-
gressives who are increas-
ingly pushing the national 
Democratic Party left. And 
that’s the fundamental flaw 
in all of the criticism of not 
just Manchin but Biden as 
well.

In recent weeks, pro-
gressive complaints about 

Biden have been about his 
ineffectiveness or incom-
petence — not his ideology. 
No one would be griping 
about Biden’s age or poor 
messaging if he were get-
ting stuff done.

A failure to follow-
through on the Democrats’ 
agenda is what’s mak-
ing them angry. As Bloom-
berg’s Ramesh Ponnuru 
writes: “Biden has always 
been close to the center of 
his party. Unsurprisingly, 
then, the basic political 
mistakes of his presidency 
have been party-wide 
ones.”

Obviously, if he were 
racking up more legislative 
wins, Biden would be less 
unpopular. But one of the 
primary reasons he’s fail-
ing is that his agenda, and 
his rhetoric, caters to a pro-
gressive base that speaks 
for a minority of voters.

Democrats kept pushing 
massive spending even as 
inflation proved to be any-
thing but transitory. Man-
chin opposed that spend-
ing because he feared its 
inflationary effects. Man-
chin won that policy argu-
ment, but Democrats like 
Sanders pretend Manchin 
is simply a party wrecker. 
Sure, Manchin is cozy with 
the fossil fuel industry, 
but you know what voters 
want? Cheaper fossil fuels.

One needn’t argue that 
everything Democrats 
want to do is unpopular, 
but neither is it the sole 
representative of the pop-
ular will — or even the col-
lective will of rank-and-file 
Democratic voters. Accord-
ing to a recent Monmouth 
University poll, the top 
four issues for voters are 
all variations on the same 
theme: inflation (33%), gas 

prices (15%), the economy 
(9%), everyday bills (6%). 
After that it’s “abortion, re-
productive rights” at 5% 
and “guns, gun ownership,” 
at 3% (the Jan. 6 riot, pack-
ing the Supreme Court and 
transgender issues don’t 
even make the list).

I get the sincere and 
principled concern over is-
sues like climate change 
and abortion rights. But if 
you listen to progressive 
legislators — usually hold-
ing extremely safe seats — 
and to party activists like 
Podesta, you’d think that 
they’re looking at polling 
data from a very differ-
ent electorate than the one 
that actually exists.

The harsh truth for pro-
gressives: Most voters just 
aren’t that into you.

Jonah Goldberg is a 
syndicated columnist.
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Rachael Rollins, 
the local U.S. attor-
ney, is no stranger 
to controversy. Re-
cently, Rollins at-
tended a Demo-
cratic National 
Convention Com-
mittee fundraiser 
with first lady 
Jill Biden. Roll-
ins drove a govern-
ment-issued vehicle with 
official plates there. Roll-
ins said “no” when asked 
if attending the DNC fun-
draising event would vio-
late the Hatch Act. Does 
Rollins’ attendance at the 
DNC Committee fund-
raiser indicate her polit-
ical inclinations toward 
Republicans, indepen-
dents and anybody who 
doesn’t share her politi-
cal views? Sen. Tom Cot-
ton, R-Ark., labeled it a 
“blatant violation” of fed-
eral law. Rollins followed 
up the Herald story on 
the fundraiser visit with 
a tweet: “I wasn’t asked 
for a comment before this 
ran.”

She was.
Thankfully, her re-

sponse was profanity-free. 

Following an al-
leged road rage in-
cident in Dorches-
ter on Christmas 
Eve 2020. Roll-
ins chose to berate 
a Fox 25 News re-
porter covering the 
story yelling “So as 
a Black woman, in 
this moment in this 
country, you’re go-

ing to put my (expletive) 
house on screen?” This in-
teraction between Rollins 
and Fox 25 News perfectly 
illustrates how Democrat 
politicians of color exploit 
identity politics to avoid 
responsibility and poor 
behavior. It’s easy for an 
elected Democratic official 
of color to silence critics 
by calling them, or imply-
ing that they are racists. 
No one wants that la-
bel. Once impartial media 
sources now parrot this 
Democratic propaganda.

As U.S. attorney for 
Massachusetts, Rachael 
Rollins is vital. She rep-
resents the U.S. govern-
ment and the people it 
serves. She oversees all 
criminal and civil federal 
prosecutions. Every mem-

ber of our legal system 
must maintain the Sixth 
Amendment’s provision of 
a fair trial before an im-
partial judge or jury. Un-
fortunately, Democratic 
prosecutors have plenty 
of practice in prosecuto-
rial misconduct, as shown 
by the ham-handed inves-
tigation into Russian col-
lusion in the 2016 election, 
and Black men in Boston 

being sentenced to prison 
for crimes they did not 
commit, something U.S. 
Attorney Rollins exam-
ined during her term as 
Suffolk County DA.

She recused herself 
from the Judge Shelley Jo-
seph case, who is accused 
of conspiracy to obstruct 
justice and obstruction 
of a federal hearing after 
helping a Dominican Re-

public immigrant escape 
in 2018. During her ten-
ure as Suffolk DA, Roll-
ins took steps to prevent 
immigration agents from 
detaining illegal immi-
grants in courthouses and 
sued ICE to stop its offi-
cers from making court-
room arrests. Illegal im-
migration is illegal at the 
federal level, even in Dem-
ocratic-controlled cities 
and states. How can the 
top federal law enforce-
ment official in Massachu-
setts treat a statute so off-
handedly? Is there more of 
this to come?

Monica Cannon-Grant, 
a Boston activist, and 
her husband Clark Grant 
are accused of defraud-
ing contributors to their 
group Violence in Bos-
ton, falsely claiming pan-
demic-related unemploy-
ment benefits and misrep-
resenting to a mortgage 
lender. As Suffolk County 
DA, Rollins’ office contrib-
uted $100,000 to 21 non-
profits. Rollins’ annual fi-
nancing of youth-serving 
nonprofits in Boston, Chel-
sea, Revere and Winthrop 
was commended as a di-

rect infusion into commu-
nities to improve public 
safety. Cannon-Grant and 
(VIB) requested $10,000 
for a youth retreat in Sep-
tember and were awarded 
$6,000. Prosecutors say 
the trip never happened. 
“Neither Cannon-Grant 
nor Clark Grant told VIB 
directors they utilized 
the $6,000 grant for a 
July 2019 trip to Colum-
bia, Md.,” the indictment 
reads.

Where will Rollins 
stand in the prosecution 
of this Black community 
advocate for Democrats?

It’s early in Rollins’ ten-
ure as U.S. attorney, but I 
hope she shows the same 
dedication as she has done 
in recent fentanyl convic-
tions. Rollins should also 
remember that the law ap-
plies to everyone, and peo-
ple who challenge her con-
duct aren’t the bad guys.

Rasheed Walters is an 
entrepreneur, political 
commentator and 
historian. He resides 
in Boston. Follow 
him on Twitter @
rasheednwalters.
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PARTISAN PARTY: U.S. Attorney for Massachusetts 
Rachael Rollins arrives at a private home in Andover for a 
Democratic National Committee finance event hosted by 
first lady Jill Biden.
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