
Neither the sav-
age attacks on Is-
raelis over the past 
two weeks nor the 
sadistic celebra-
tions of them in 
Palestinian quar-
ters was anything 
new. For Israelis, 
the killings of their 
innocents took on a 
dreadful familiarity long 
ago, and the same is true 
of the scenes of Palestin-
ians rejoicing in those 
deaths by honking horns 
and handing out candy.

In Jerusalem, bombs 
packed with nails and 
ball bearings so as to 
shred Israeli flesh to the 
maximum extent pos-
sible were detonated at 
two bus stops, murder-
ing a 15-year-old boy and 
a 50-year-old Ethiopian 
immigrant and maim-
ing over 20 others. A po-
lice o!cial described the 
death tools as “two high 
quality, powerful devices 
(capable of) a high level 

of damage,” and a 
high level of dam-
age is what they 
did. Just ask the 
victims’ families. 
This came just 
days after a Pal-
estinian stabbed 
some eight Israe-
lis in an indus-
trial zone, killing 

three.
There has been a wave 

of these sorts of murders 
in recent months, and for 
Israelis they evoke the pe-
riod from 2000 to 2005 
when, encouraged by Pal-
estinian leaders, bomb-
ings carried out on buses 
and in cafes killed al-
most 1,100 Israelis and 
wounded about 8,300 
more. That’s the propor-
tional equivalent of about 
40,000 Americans killed 
and 320,000 wounded.

Guess how Americans 
would feel if that had 
happened on our streets. 
That’s exactly how Israe-
lis feel.

Which leads to the 
lamentations greeting 
the return to power of 
right-wing Israeli leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
and, in particular, the 
hard right coalition the 
incoming Prime Minis-
ter is putting together 
to form a parliamentary 
majority. The critical 
problems with the lamen-
tations are two-fold.

First, Netanyahu won 
in a free, fair and typi-
cally robust democrati-
cally-conducted election 
in a country that takes 
its democratic elections 
very seriously indeed. 
Second, those doing all of 
the lamenting have Pal-
estinian attacks to thank 
for the choice made by 
the Israeli electorate, 
which above all wants to 
be kept safe and which 
lacks the confidence that 
their centrist parties, let 
alone their left-leaning 
ones, can do the job.

Israel’s relations 

with many of its Arab 
neighbors have openly 
warmed, and its ties to 
others have expanded, 
even if less openly. But 
the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict remains stuck 
in gridlock. On the West 
Bank, the supposedly 
governing Palestinian 
Authority is a hot mess. 
In the Gaza Strip, Hamas 
continues to hold Pales-
tinians hostage. No two-
state solution, and no 
fundamental progress at 
all, is possible until that 
siege lifts.

Stalemate, however, is 
no license for hubris, let 
alone arrogance. Some 
in Israel’s political right 
wing seem to think that 
whatever the Israeli gov-
ernment does or doesn’t 
do has little bearing on 
American popular sup-
port for their country. 
They are wrong.

During the period 
from 2009 to 2021, when 
Netanyahu last served as 

Prime Minister, support 
for Israel among Demo-
cratic constituencies — 
younger voters, women, 
voters of color and self-
described progressives — 
hemorrhaged. The dam-
age was serious, and 
yet some in Israel’s gov-
erning circles, as well 
as in certain segments 
of America’s pro-Israel 
communities, comforted 
themselves with denials 
or shrugs.

It remains to be seen 
whether Netanyahu’s new 
government will embrace 
the old hubris or learn 
from it. If Netanyahu 
uses his return to o!ce 
to sidestep or override 
the judicial processes 
underway to determine 
whether he is guilty of 
crimes, the stain on the 
country he loves will be 
next to impossible to re-
move.

Settler violence against 
Palestinians is going to 
have to be prosecuted, 

not coddled. If fanatics 
and racists with whom 
Netanyahu has bonded 
for the purpose of form-
ing his new government 
are permitted to subvert 
Israel’s democratic val-
ues, the price paid by Is-
rael among Americans 
who care about those val-
ues will be very high.

Few countries face a 
greater assortment of 
profound challenges than 
Israel. Add to those chal-
lenges the need to rein-
force the underpinnings 
of bipartisan support for 
America’s only genuine 
ally in the Middle East, 
a need which one hopes 
Benjamin Netanyahu and 
his new government take 
seriously.
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Netanyahu at a pivotal crossroad

When compared 
to other police 
forces across the 
country, the Boston 
Police Department 
has gone from be-
ing a cesspool of 
corruption, racism, 
and ine!ciency to 
being the best in 
the business. Why? 
Because of the dedication 
of local politicians, the 
community, and devoted 
police brass.

Unfortunately, like 
with every police force in 
Democrat-controlled cit-
ies across the country, the 
handcu"s are on the cops 
rather than the criminals.

The Boston police force 
has also fallen victim to 
this disturbing pattern. 
O!cers in Boston have 
to protect a mayor who 
doesn’t appreciate or sup-

port them while 
also being headed 
by a commissioner 
who doesn’t know 
what he’s doing, al-
ways being sur-
veilled by bodyc-
ams and amateur 
cop watchers, and 
receiving disre-
spectful treatment 

from the general public. 
Our o!cers’ morale is in 
shambles, and a much-ap-
preciated perk of the job 
will be torn away from 
them like their dignity 
has been by politicians 
who simply hate them for 
existing.

Construction details 
not only give extra money 
for police o!cers to feed 
themselves and their fam-
ilies, but they also provide 
an additional layer of se-
curity to the community. 

The police are paid by the 
construction companies, 
and no tax dollars are 
used. Doesn’t that sound 
fantastic? Not, for cop-
hating city councilor Ken-
dra Lara, followed by her 
supporting cast of like-
minded councilors.

Lara truly desires to be 
the straw that breaks the 
camel’s back, removing 
the only thing keeping our 
o!cers on the force and 
out of a condition of com-
plete unadulterated agony. 
Lara wishes to introduce 
a civilian flaggers scheme, 
in which civilians would 
take the place of cops on 
construction details.

This is yet another eq-
uity and diversity ploy, 
progressive buzzwords 
that mean some form of 
discrimination, racism 
will occur soon, or people 

with common sense will 
su"er immensely.

Su"ering Immensely 
is one of the three taking 
place here, and the peo-
ple su"ering are the ones 
with common sense, the 
community, and cops. As 
a bonus to keeping crim-
inals at bay, the detail of-
ficers have also made nu-
merous arrests and re-
sponded quickly to 
countless emergencies.

Lara, claims this will 
“benefit the Black com-
munity, which was par-
ticularly hard hit by job 
losses during COVID-19 
and which has borne the 
brunt of “state violence, 
overpolicing and mass in-
carceration.” State vio-
lence? Is Lara confusing 
Boston with Iran?

Lara doesn’t care about 
increasing employment 

because she has no influ-
ence over labor unions or 
construction companies. 
If this proposal passes, 
construction companies 
will hire their own per-
sonnel and pay them less 
than cops because cops 
bring greater qualifica-
tions to the table than 
the average construction 
worker.

Some of these flag-
gers won’t even be Mas-
sachusetts natives, let 
alone Bostonians. Some-
one from Maine, New 
Hampshire, or Rhode Is-
land would be doing it, 
and they would be glad to 
make some money.

I think it’s excellent 
that many construction 
companies and unions 
hire people who have 
served time in prison; ev-
eryone deserves a sec-

ond opportunity at a pro-
ductive life. That’s not the 
problem, though; this is. 
Imagine if a formally in-
carcerated individual gets 
a flagger job, and here you 
are overworked, tired, po-
lice o!cer struggling to 
make ends meet, and you 
so happen to drive by a 
construction site and see 
somebody you arrested in 
the past now has taken 
your job.

How might you feel? I’d 
be fuming with rage.

Lara is aware of all of 
this, but she doesn’t care 
because her main goal is 
to punish the dedicated 
o!cers of the Boston Po-
lice Department. This 
flaggers program does 
have the potential to be-
come the law it has the 
votes. It’s a scary reality 
to be faced with.

BPD

Flaggers an insult to hard-working o!cers
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